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     PRESIDENTõS REPORTñ Ray Dell  

                        www.keukalakeassoc.org  PROTECTING THE QUALITY OF THE LAKE 

It is hard to believe that 2021 is almost over. Although last summerôs rain events were a nuisance, the ability to 
endure them while looking out over the lake made them tolerable. Keuka makes any unwanted weather event 
more tolerable. 
 
As the Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays approach, we may temporarily lose focus of our lives that we spend at 
Keuka. Some think that the lake will freeze and just return to normal in the spring. Your KLA Board of Directors realizes 
that protecting the high water quality of our lake is a year round priority. They will continue to meet throughout the cold 
winter months planning the projects that improve and directly affect the water quality of our lake.  
Recognizing that maintaining high water quality is one of our main areas of focus, the question became how to we ac-
complish this? For over 30 years, the KLA has collected data about the quality of water we consume and enjoy on a 
daily basis throughout the summer. Now, in 2021, while our data collection continues, we expanded our role to include 
invasive species control projects. In depth discussions by the Board lead to the conclusion that ñif we donôt do it, no 
one will.ò 
 
The KLA applied for federal grant funding to control invasive species in the lake but our efforts were not successful. The 
KLA did receive assistance from the Finger Lakes PRISM (Partnership for Regional Invasive Species Management) for 
supplemental funding of the DASH (Diver Assisted Suction Harvesting) program near Branchport. Both federal and 
State grants, which are highly competitive and sought after, now require matching funds from the applicants. 
 
The KLA strongly supports the Seneca-Keuka Watershed Partnership 9E Plan, which is currently under development. 
While the 9E plan will provide several areas of focus and potential funding for projects in the future, the KLA is the only 
organization who is currently focused solely on maintaining Keukaôs water quality projects. 
 
Although water quality data collection and Invasive Species Monitoring assists the KLA to identify areas of concern, be-
ing active in the control of these problems is now a main area of emphasis for our organization. In order to provide pro-
jects to protect the water the KLA has approved the expenditure of up to $65,000.00 for the control of the invasive spe-
cies Starry Stonewort (SSW) in the Branchport area. This is only the beginning of our clean water control efforts and 
projects but without your direct support, the KLA will not be able to sustain these control projects for more than two or 
three years.  
 
The KLA needs your financial support now and in the future to support these projects and protect our lake. Please con-
sider increasing your membership status or make a direct donation to the KLA to support our clean water control pro-
grams. We cannot continue these valuable water quality programs without your direct financial support. 
 
In closing, we sincerely hope that you and your families enjoy healthy, joyful holidays and very Happy New Year. See 

you in the spring! 

Check out the 2021 Membership/Donor roster on pages  18- 24  

Great gift idea:  
KLA membership!  

See page 27 
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Keuka Lake Water Testing: 30 Years of Data ñMaria Hudson, water Quality Committee  

In 2022, the KLA will have been sampling in the lake 
for 30 years. Sampling began in the lake in 1992 by 
volunteers led by Al Wahlig and Peter Landre who 
was with Cornell Cooperative Extension. The program 
has continued every season since then in the same 
locations, which means we will have 30 years of lake 
water analyses data at 8 locations, including 4 open 
water sites and 4 shoreline sites. Approximately 100 
samples are taken each season and sent to a lab for 
analysis. Analyses include several parameters such 
as nutrients: Phosphorus and Nitrogen, Chlorophyll, 
an indicator of algal growth and pH. In addition, physi-
cal measurements of water clarity (by secchi disc) and 
of temperature and dissolved oxygen (by sonde) were 
taken and recorded at each site. We have also been 
taking phytoplankton ñpullsò during the summer 
months for several years. These samples are ana-
lyzed by Cornell for the amount and types of phyto-
plankton present in the open water sites. In the past 5 
years the KLA has participated in the NY State Dept. 
of Environmental Conservation (DEC) Citizen 
Statewide Lake Assessment Program (CSLAP) taking 
samples for analyses by the DEC lab at the same 
sites. Over the course of the past years at least 3,000 
samples were taken and analyzed generating hun-
dreds of thousands of individual records! 
 
So where is all this data from samples diligently col-
lected by our volunteers and analyses paid for by the 
KLA? This was the question that occurred to Wayne 
Hand last September. The KLAôs consultants, first Pe-
ter Landre and then Dr. Tim Sellers used these data 
to every year to report the ñState of the Lakeò at our 
annual meeting. Most recently, this data was also 
used in the watershed model created by consultants 
for the 9E Plan. Yet the records themselves were not 
kept or readily accessible to the Water Quality Com-
mittee of the KLA. 
 
Wayne decided to tap into the prodigious resources in 
the Water Quality Committee to find someone profi-
cient at data management. Fortunately, Steve 
Brigham responded. In the past few weeks, a new sub
-committee of the WQ Comm was formed (Nancy 
Feinstein, Maria Hudson, Steve Brigham and Wayne 
Hand) to tackle the job of locating and compiling all 
the data associated with the KLAôs water quality sam-
pling programs, in the lake, the streams and the 
shorelines. 
(see description of the programs in separate article) 
 
Steve had a very large and complicated task.  Much 
of the data sets were scattered amongst different enti-
ties. 30 years is a long time in data management!  
ñBack in the dayò some of the data was hand recorded 
and/or stored in a way incompatible with current tech- 

niques. Over the years, several different labs were 
used, sometimes analyzing different parameters. Al-
so, at least 3 different sondes or ñprobesò (a portable 
device with sensors which is lowered into the water to 
measure characteristics such as temperature and ox-
ygen) were employed. Some of the data was in Excel 
spread sheets, but not all. Some of the data from the 
probes was hand recorded and probably lost, some 
was never downloaded from the probe. The phyto-
plankton data that has been reported has not been 
examined scientifically. Even though all the sites were 
the same, site descriptions varied from report to re-
port. Many of the parameters overlapped but were 
named differentlyé 
 
Through many hours and with what can only be de-
scribed as a heroic effort, Steve and team were able 
to compile all of the available data into one excel 
spreadsheet. The spread sheet allows for examination 
of the data with proper statistical techniques. Data can 
now be reported into graphs and charts of many of the 
important water quality trends and relationships such 
as phosphorus levels, the nitrogen/phosphorus ratio, 
chlorophyll levels over the seasons and much more. 
Recently Steve and Wayne reviewed the spread 
sheet with Dr. Sellers. Sellers was highly impressed 
and called it a ñperfect toolò. 
 
The importance of having all our data accessible 
through this powerful tool cannot be overstated. It will 
be a game changer in our efforts to understand, pre-
dict and describe water quality issues in the future. 
Regulatory agencies such as the DEC and Soil and 
Water Conservation Districts will be able to quickly 
and easily assess the data to support grant applica-
tions. Researchers at the state and federal levels as 
well universities such as Cornell and the Finger Lakes 
Institute at Hobart will undoubtably be anxious look at 
various aspects of this enormous and important data 
set to support ongoing scientific studies.  
 
The spread sheet is still a work in progress and must 
be maintained and updated regularly. This will be the 
responsibility of the Water Quality Data sub-
committee but will be an easy and transparent proce-
dure that can be transferred between different mem-
bers of the committee over time. Dr. Sellers will be 
unable to continue as the KLA consultant due to his 
current job commitments so the WQ Committee will 
be searching for other expert advisors to interpret and 
report our data. In addition, the WQ Committee will 
begin periodically reporting to the KLA membership 
general water quality trends and issues revealed by 
the data. Stay tuned!  
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Continued from page 2ðThis chart is in color in this newsletter on our website 

Klaeidoscope of keuka  
2022 calendar photos  

JANUARYðView from Silsbee Road              Vinnie Nykiel 

Ice Breaking on Shore                          Carolie Simone 

MARCH 

FEBRUARYð Winter Visitors        Jan Williams 
 


